COALITION AGAINST WATER PRIVATISATION - 2006 NARRATIVE REPORT:

	ACTIVITY
	OBJECTIVE/s
	EXTENT TO WHICH OBJECTIVE MET
	COMMENTS
	CONSTRAINTS

	Participation of coalition members in workshop (co-sponsored with APF Research Committee) on analysis and preparation of research work into pre-paid water meters conducted in Phiri (Soweto)
	To develop the basic skill necessary for Coalition comrades to understand and use research for the purposes of our struggle.
	Comrades can now read and understand research reports including data capturing.
	The workshop was informative and comrades acquired some research skills
	Problems in inviting more of the community members to be part of the workshop because of the budget

	Participation of Coalition members in three (3) organizational capacity building workshop (administration & finance) run by APF
	To develop activists’ capacity on finance and administration
	Ability of activists to account and administer the organizational and administrative systems
	This is important for the purposes of building and sustaining the organization
	Inability to sustain and broaden the process due to limited resources. As a result few activists get to have an opportunity to go through such workshops

	Popular pamphlet outlining the main element of the case.
	To raise awareness about JHB water’s tactics of getting communities to accept pre-paid meters
	Issues around pre-paid water meters are getting popularized
	More pamphlets for distribution to raise more awareness. Huge number of pamphlets get to be used in pickets, marches and road shows
	 Challenge is to be able to translate the pamphlets into different languages that are mainly used in communities

	Coalition meetings

(1st Monday of every month)
	To assess activities so far and upcoming/ planned activities.
	Ability to draft a programme for mobilizing for the court case and other activities
	Coalition is focusing only in Gauteng it will be ideal to spread beyond Gauteng as privatization of water is faced by all people living in S.A
	Meeting once a month is a challenge as sometimes there are some burning or spontaneous issues that need attention and cannot wait for the next meeting.  

	Research projects in Phiri (pre-paid water meters) and in DRD (HIV and water) –Coalition’s involvement was to help in developing the questionnaire, capturing of the data and also helping to produce a booklet based on the findings.
	To find out how people are living with pre-paid water meters and also to know the impacts on the lives of people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS
	The finding shows that pre-paids are not a choice of the poor communities and those looking after the sick are faced with additional burdens. Fairly good distribution and awareness-raising.
	The water struggle is not only about pre-paid meters. However the struggle also includes those who do not have access at all and are faced with the burden of looking after the sick.
	Only a few hundred copies were made. The good thing is that some copies got to be distributed at the WSF, Nairobi 2007

	Mass community forums/meetings in Vaal, JHB and E-Rand and Soweto


	Mobilizing for the court case and linking to local water struggles
	Communities are conscious about water and debates in the meetings;  always reach a common position that we should fight for our water and ask for assistance
	Often some confusion in the communities as to who should pay for water, we need to have more of these kinds of meetings to further raise consciousness
	Problems in reaching some of the areas when pamphleteering or loud hailing. We could do with more pamphlets and hiring of transport is very costly. Language is also another constraint especially in areas where more than one language used. 

	Contact with mainstream media and local community media - we had marches, pickets, and press release statements that got good coverage from leading newspapers, Radio and TV channels 
	To continuously raise awareness around the struggle for water and keeping the momentum in relation to the legal case. 
	Local Community radio stations are starting to invite comrades to talk especially on current affairs programmes. Fairly good coverage by a variety of media outlets.
	Little coverage from mainstream media but Freedom of Expression Institute is helping in taking up the fight with the institutions like the SABC- public Broadcaster.
	The authorities that pick and choose what should be published own some community radio stations and local newspapers. 



	Pickets at JHB Water, DWAF and Metsi a Lekoa (water service provider in the Vaal). 
	To raise consciousness and also highlight the court case and other water struggles. 

Response has generally been positive as the company’s officials always request that we discuss the issues and raise our concerns, which shows they are willing to listen.
	We get serious attention as people will stop and ask some critical questions about water. More people become aware  of the court case and begin to support.
	We need to have pickets every week as part of mobilizing for the court case and raising more awareness especially in areas beyond Gauteng
	Police always interfere with our activities and make threats to disrupt and arrest the activists. So far, we have only had to deal with isolated incidents of illegal arrest but these do require additional resources that could be used elsewhere.

	Mass Demonstration/March on City of Johannesburg and JW. 
	To pressure the respective authorities into engaging further with communities as well as to highlight importance or legal case. Also, to further mobilize communities.
	The public is now more aware of water problems in poor communities as well as the legal case. ‘Knock-on’ struggles always emerge in different communities including small community marches or protests as a form of taking up the struggle.
	Authorities generally adopt a hard attitude to our activities and have made it clear that they will not comment anymore on issues pertaining to water as the issue is in the hands of the court
	Some communities fail to be a part of the marches because of high transport costs. Consistent demonization of the Coalition by authorities for active protest and attempts to disrupt and/or prevent further mass marches/demonstrations through heavy-handed use of police and the Gatherings Act.

	Other Activities-There have been some public demonstrations near highways, door to door campaigns, people’s inspections and e.t.c.
	Raising the awareness of the public as well as that of  authorities. This is also a part of campaigning and mobilizing for the court case and raising more consciousness within the communities and broader society.
	In Orange-Farm the Premier of Gauteng was forced to come and address the angry crowd. Large amounts of community residents involved in often spontaneous activities.
	Such activities need to be sustained and become consistent.
	State repression - protesters and Coalition activists are always violently confronted  (and often shot at) by the S.A. Police. The general tendency to criminalize our right to protest results in arrests and expenditure of scarce resources on legal matters and defense.  

	Southern African Social Forum (Malawi)
	Building networks and solidarity also contacts in the region 
	Pushing the plan for the development of an Africa Water Network as well as creating solidarities and networks in our region with other poor communities and social movements.
	There have been conference calls and other communication through e-mails about the network and joint actions/ solidarity arising out of the Forum meeting.
	Problems in following up the plan for the development of an AWN due to the fact that some of the countries representatives do not have access to internet and other forms of communication are intermittent and expensive.

	Social Movements Indaba (SMI). This is a platform for all social movements in S.A
	Building networks and solidarity in the country amongst the social movements. Coalition comrades participated actively in the meeting.
	Agreement on possible days of action  - e.g. Human Rights Day on 21st March ,  World Water Day and Women’s Day. Further contacts with rural and other communities suffering from water problems and deprivation etc.
	The participation of Coalition members was good and most of the water discussions were facilitated by coalition comrades
	This is the only chance we meet as water activists and we would like to have our own national water meeting or forums

	World Social Forum in Nairobi - 3 coalition comrades attended the WSF to present in some of the water sessions
	Building networks  (AWN in particular) and solidarity in the continent and internationally
	Launching of the Africa Water Network and international solidarity. Better contacts and communication across the continent as a result.
	First experience for some members but informative and provided the opportunity to connect with other water activists
	We couldn’t fund the trip ourselves as CAWP but got assistance from Food and Water Watch


